EARTH-MOTHER
spirit, she was the supplier of man's needs Whether as Tonantzi, among the Aztecs; or Mama Cocha, among the Peruvians ; or Demeter among the Greeks ; or, with other names, Bona Dea among the Romans ; or Men's Mother among the Anglo-Saxons ; she is, in the language of one and all, the Earth-Mother. " It could probably be shown that in Western Europe the worship of the Bona Dea generally prepared the way for that of the Virgin : this hardly admits of doubt in such cases as c La Bonne Dame,' the celebrated Black Virgin of Le Puy, and Notre Dame la Major of Aries, whose churches have actually replaced temples of the Earth-Mother."37 And in earth-worship is to be found the explanation of the mass of rites and ceremonies to ensure fertility in crops, and cattle, and in woman herself ; rites and ceremonies notably multiplied at seasons of sowing and planting, the several phases of agriculture giving rise to belief in a number of minor deities and spirits to whom were offered sacrifices, often of ghastly nature. As in Mexico when a woman, dressed to represent the Earth-
37 Payne, History of the New World called America vol. L p. 464.
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